Introduction

Immunohistochemistry
Immunoreactive cells for a-subunit were consistently found in normal (group A) or non-neoplastic mucosa (Groups B, C, and D) of stomach, with or without carcinoma.
In the antrum, immunoreactive cells were located mainly at the neck of the pyloric glands ( Figure  1) , corresponding to the cells that displayed clear cytoplasm with HE staining. In the fundic glands there were far fewer immunoreactive cells, but these were identified at the basal or midportion of the fundic glands ( Figure  2a ). In rare instances, a few hCG -immunoreactive cells were found in gastric mucosa ( Figure  3 ). Most were not immunoreactive for a-subunit, and there were very rare positive cells for both subunits ofhCG. There were no positive cells for hLH 3, hTSH 3, or hFSHI3. 2a and 2b) . In atrophic fundic mucosa of Group C and Group D, there were many more a-subunit-immunoreactive cells, and many hyperplastic foci of a-subunit-positive cells were present in the atrophic glands ( Figure  5a ). The a-subunitimmunoreactive cells were argyrophilic in semi-thin serial see- 
Gastrin-containing cells (G-cells)
were found in the pyloric glands, although there were many more G-cells than a-subunitimmunoreactive cells. In semi-thin serial sections, pyloric cells immunoreactive for a-subunit were also immunoreactive for gastrin ( Figures  6a and 6b 
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